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Trinity Church

Shelburne Falls, Massachusetts November 2025

About Trinity Church

Trinity Church is an ecumenical Open

and Affirming (ONA) congregation. We

are affiliated with the American Baptist

Church, the Episcopal Church, the

United Church of Christ and the United

Methodist Church.

Sunday service hours:
10 a.m. (Nursery care is available.)

Office hours:

Monday - Wednesday - 9 a.m.-12 p.m.

Thursday—9a.m.—1 p.m.
(413) 625-2341

Pastor - Benjiman Durfee
Leadership Team Co-chairs:

Beth Martin & Wayne Perrea
Music Director - Keith Rollinson
Church Secretary - Brook Batteau
Nursery Attendant - Lisa Porter
Facilities Staff- Pat Valeski
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From Pastor Benjiman Durfee

Dear Trinity,

As the crispness of autumn settles around us and the days
grow shorter, | find myself filled with deep gratitude for
the ways our congregation has lived out God’s love in
recent weeks. October was a month of meaningful work,
heartfelt service, and sacred reflection—moments that
reminded me once again of how the Spirit is moving
powerfully in and through this community.

Earlier this month,
we gathered to
work together on
our church’s Land
Acknowledgment.
This important
effort, held during
Indigenous Peoples’
weekend, called us
to listen, to learn,
and to recognize the history of the land we now call
home. It was humbling and holy work—an act of
repentance, remembrance, and renewed commitment to
justice. Thank you to all who participated in those
thoughtful conversations and helped shape this living
statement of faith and respect. We will be meeting again
on November 9'", after the service for our next steps.

We also walked—literally—with our neighbors in the
annual Crop Walk to combat food insecurity. Each step
taken, each dollar raised, became a prayer in motion for
those who struggle to put food on their tables. | continue
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to be inspired by this church coming together with a
common purpose: to feed the hungry as Christ
commanded. Last week, we brought our third full grocery
cart of food down to the Community Fridge and Pantry.
Your generosity to this monthly food drive will continue to
make a real and tangible difference for our neighbors,
especially as many families look with anxiety to the likely
expiration of SNAP benefits on November 1%, due to the
ongoing government shutdown.

Also this month, members of our church family sat down
for interviews as part of the feasibility study for a possible
capital campaign. I’'m grateful to each of you who shared
your thoughts, dreams, and faith so openly. Together,
we’re discerning how God is calling us to build and sustain
ministry for the next generation.

And, of course, we celebrated a remarkable milestone—ten years of the Clothes Closet
Ministry! For a decade now, this ministry has provided not just clothing, but dignity, warmth,
and care to countless individuals and families. What began as a small act of service has grown
into a vibrant expression of compassion and community. Thanks be to God for every
volunteer, every donor, every recipient, and every story of grace woven through those ten
years.

As we turn toward November, our theme is “Go Out with Joy.” In the coming weeks, we’ll
begin our annual stewardship campaign, inviting each of us to prayerfully consider how we can
give of our time, talent, and treasure in the year ahead. We’'ll also gather for the town’s
Moonlight Magic celebration—sharing the light of
our faith in the heart of the community—and we’ll
prepare once more for our beloved Thanksgiving
meal.

In every act of service—whether filling a bag with
groceries, offering a smile at Moonlight Magic, or
pledging support for our ministries—you are
embodying Christ’s call to love one another. May
we continue to go out and serve with joy, knowing
that through our shared efforts, God’s light is
shining brightly in this world.

With gratitude and peace,

Pastor Ben
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FROM THE LEADERSHIP TEAM

Trinity Church began celebrating October by joining in on one of our special missions the
annual Franklin County Crop Hunger Walk. This year’s walk was held at the Trinitarian
Congregational Church in Northfield on October 5th. It was a truly gorgeous day and 14
walkers from Trinity coursed through the beautiful countryside. Our grand total from all of
you generous donors was $1,850. Thanks to all of you for helping to make this another
successful year.

During the following week and weekend many members from our church met with our
Capital Campaign Consultant, Jennifer Williams. This was a very successful start for our
important Campaign process. Thanks to everyone who participated. We will await
Jennifer’s response in a few weeks.

Trinity hosted another great Friday night Community Meal on October 24th. The Shelburne
Falls Women’s Club joined us. They provided a tossed salad and we made Chicken Divan,
Veggie medley with garbanzo beans, rice, dinner rolls and brownies for dessert. Once again
the food was delicious and the conversations lively. We will be hosting the November
Thanksgiving Community Meal on Nov 21st. The Shelburne Falls Women’s Club will be
providing the pies and will be providing the Turkeys and all the fixings. This is a huge meal
and we will need many helping hands to make the meal come to fruition. Please look for
sign-up sheets at the church soon.

Moonlight Magic is happening in the Falls on November 28th. We have decided to host a
table again this year. So many folks are out and about during this exciting evening and a
table filled with our information is a great way to showcase beautiful Trinity Church and all
we have to offer our community. Please let Pastor Ben know if you would like to spend
some time at our table.

With many Blessings from The Leadership Team,

Sarah Neelon, Nancy Parland, Wayne Perrea and Beth Martin
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WHAT’S PASTOR BEN READING?

Shortly after the ceasefire in Gaza was announced, | came across an article that
was published in the New York Times, titled “Where Is God in Gaza?” by Lauren
Jackson. It dives into the theological topic of “theodicy,” a topic that my District
Committee on Ministry is also asking me to write about before | meet with them
for my annual review in February. They’d like to know how I've helped individuals
and this congregation wrestle with the mystery of God’s presence amid suffering
and injustice—in 3 pages or less. | mentioned in a recent sermon that it seems like
this is all we do as a congregation. In just a short year together, we’ve experienced
radical shifts in our world politics, losses in our community, and personal struggles
that continue to prod our question to God: “Why??”

In Jackson’s article, she states, “Palestinians often bookend their sentences with a
hopeful ‘inshallah’ — the Arabic word meaning ‘God willing.”” Even amid great
suffering, she reports that the survivors of this two-year war are still clinging to
their faith. Many Gaza residents, a Palestinian pastor reported, would go, every
day despite the danger, to pray at the sites of destroyed mosques. Over the past
two years, as I've read about the devastating situation in Gaza, I've struggled to
understand where God is in all of this. Reading this article and witnessing the faith
and devotion of these people, it seems to me that God is right there in the midst of
it. God is walking through the rubble, hungering for food, thirsting for water, and
crying for peace alongside God’s beloved. And having faith in that solidarity—
knowing that we don’t suffer alone, but that God bears our suffering with us—I
believe our spirits are made stronger. There are no concrete answers for why
suffering exists in this world, but we can have faith that God never leaves our side
and that even in the worst circumstances, we are not alone.

CHOIR ALERT!

Now that I have your attention, please
consider singing (again!) with the Trinity
Choir this Christmas season. With a late
Thanksgiving this year, we will only
have three Thursday evening rehearsals,
starting on December 4. Please mark
your calendars - and I guarantee you will
feel better for singing this season! More
info as the time approaches - meanwhile
looking forward to some joyful noise.
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MOONLIGHT MAGIC

Trinity Church will be tabling at Moonlight
Magic again this year on November 28th from 4-
9pm. If you'd like to help volunteer at the table
to give out candy canes and be a friendly face
for Trinity, please let Pastor Ben know
(pastordurfee@gmail.com). We are creating a
schedule of volunteers with hour-long shifts.
This year, we plan to have a tent to prepare for
inclement weather. Thank you!

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT NEXT STEPS

Thank you to everyone who joined together to work O
on our Land Acknowledgement for Trinity Church. Lois
Bascom and Pastor Ben have been working to revise
the statement based on our group discussion and we
would like to invite you to come back together with
the revised statement and discuss next steps on
Sunday, November 9th during coffee hour.

ADOPT-A-FAMILY
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Trinity Church W|II once again participate in this Christmas season mission. This
year it seems more urgent than ever to help struggling families have a wonderful
Christmas. We will be helping 2 large families (12 people total) with gifts and
food cards. | will put the gift tags out in the sanctuary on November 23rd. The
wrapped gifts will need to be at church by December 14th.Donations for food
cards can be made until December 14th. You can donate with cash or checks
made out to me and | will buy the cards for the grocery store the families use.
Thank you for supporting this mission that has helped Franklin County families
for many years. Sue Mead 413-230-9643
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CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER 2025

Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

10 am service

9:30 Playgroup

7 pm, Book of Joy

9:30 Playgroup; Climate Chorus (7-8:30 pm); 1 pm, Book of Joy

9:30 am Hilltown Recovery; 11 am Contemplative Prayer Group; 7 pm AA
10:30 am Kids Movement; 5:30 pm Community Meal

10 am -12 pm Clothes Closet

10 am. Service; Orange Shirt Day; 11 am Land Acknowledgement Group
9:30 Playgroup

9:30 Playgroup; 11 - 3:30 Clothes Closet; 1 pm, Book of Joy;
9:30 am Hilltown Recovery; 11 am Contemplative Prayer Group; 7 pm AA
10:30 am Kids Movement; 5:30 pm Community Meal

10 am service

9:30 Playgroup

7 pm, Book of Joy

9:30 Playgroup; 1 pm, Book of Joy; Climate Chorus (7-8:30 pm)

9:30 am Hilltown Recovery; 11 am Contemplative Prayer Group; 7 pm AA
10:30 am Kids Movement; 5:30 pm Community Meal

10 am -12 pm Clothes Closet

10 am service; 2 pm Fiddle Orchestra

9:30 Playgroup

9:30 Playgroup; 11 - 3:30 Clothes Closet

9:30 am Hilltown Recovery; 7 pm AA
10:30 am Kids Movement;4-9 Moonlight Magic; 5:30 pm Community Meal

10 am service



COMMUNITY CLOTHES CLOSET 10™ YEAR CELEBRATION!

Congratulations to the Clothes Closet and all
the volunteers on their 10" anniversay!

FooD DRIVE

Trinity Church’s Monthly

FOOD
DRIVE

for the Free Fridge & Pantry

Help us fill
the grocery
cart each
month for our
neighbors!

Items most

needed:
Shelf-stable
proteins (tuna,
canned chicken,
beans, etc.),
Condiments and
spices
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LECTIONARY FOR NOVEMBER 2025

November 2

Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4; Psalm 119:137-144 ;
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12 ; Luke 19:1-10

November 9

2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17; Luke 20:27-38

Haggai 1:15b-2:9; Psalm 145:1-5, 18-22 or Psalm 98;

November 16

Isaiah 65:17-25; Canticle 9; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13; Luke 21:5-19

November 23

Jeremiah 23:1-6; Canticle 16; Colossians 1:11-20; Luke 23:33-43

November 30

Isaiah 2:1-5; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44; Psalm 122

Shelburne Falls,

Trinity Church

Massachusetts

November 2025



